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Solar radiation powers
the climate system.

Some solar radiation
is reflected by

the Earth and the
atmosphere.

About half the solar radiation
is absorbed by the

Earth’s surface and warms it. Infrared radiation is
emitted from the Earth’s

surface.
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Atmospheric CO, at Mauna Loa Observatory
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Historical Global Tem

Annual Trend 1901 to 2005
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perature Trends

Variations of the Earth's surface temperature for:

(a) the past 140 years
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Global Precipitation Trends

807 Global Annual Land Precipitation Anomalies
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